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About JAZZ ON A SUMMER’S DAY: 

The 1959 classic is considered one of the most extraordinary and possibly the first              

concert film ever made. Its sparkling new 4K restoration by IndieCollect, with color correction              

by Oskar Miarka, recently premiered at the 57th New York Film Festival with sold out shows.                

The film was named to the National Film Registry in 1999, and its restoration was funded by the                  

National Film Preservation Board of the Library of Congress in time to celebrate the film's 60th                

Anniversary. 

Filmed at the 1958 Newport Jazz Festival in Rhode Island and directed by             

world-renowned photographer, Bert Stern. JAZZ ON A SUMMER'S DAY features intimate           

performances by an all-star line-up of musical legends including Louis Armstrong, Thelonius            

Monk, Gerry Mulligan, Anita O'Day, Chuck Berry, Dinah Washington, and closes with a             

beautiful rendition or The Lord's Prayer by Mahalia Jackson at midnight to usher in Sunday               

morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

About IndieCollect 

Founded as the Laboratory for Icon & Idiom, Inc. in 1985, the non-profit organization              

has been doing business as IndieCollect since 2008. Its mission is to rescue, restore and               

reactivate important indie films so they remain discoverable and watchable today and in the              

future. With its Kinetta Archival Scanner and in-house team of colorists, IndieCollect has             

created acclaimed 4K digital restorations of about 40 titles, including Cane River, In The Soup,               

Jazz on a Summer's Day, Kaddish, Lineage, Nationtime, Seeing Red, Thank You and Goodnight,              

The Atomic Cafe, The Believer, The War at Home, Thousand Pieces of Gold, and George               

Romero's long-unseen film, The Amusement Park. The organization also tracks down lost            

elements, helps archives to diversify their collections, facilitates the re-release of films so their              

makers can derive revenues therefrom, and does legacy planning. IndieCollect has been            

supported by Just Film / Ford Foundation, Weissman Family Foundation, Donald A. Pels             

Charitable Trust, Ira M. Resnick Foundation, Filmhaus Foundation, and major donors Lyda            

Kuth, Gerald Herman, Sybil Robson Orr, Jane Fonda, Catherine Wyler, and Beverly Grossman.             

DELL, NVIDIA and Blackmagic Design provide in-kind corporate support for the restorations. 

 

About The Bert Stern Trust 

The Bert Stern Trust is the home of the substantial Photographic Archives of Bert Stern,               

a legend among world famous photographers. Stern's career spanned the decades from the mid              

1950's to the early 2000's. Following Stern's death in June 2013, the Trust assumed              

responsibilities for the maintenance of his massive body of work and promotion of his legacy.               

His archives contain collections of his extremely creative, groundbreaking work in the field of              

advertising and countless iconic photographs of celebrities, including Marilyn Monroe (over           

2500 photographs published as The Last Sitting), Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton            

(published at the time of the movie Cleopatra), Sue Lyon (published at the time of the movie                 

Lolita), and many of the musicians seen in JAZZ ON A SUMMER'S DAY. Stern was the subject                 

of the film Bert Stern Original Mad Man, written, produced and directed by Shannah Laumeister               

Stern who became Stern's wife in 2009. The film was screened at the Telluride Film Festival in                 

2011 and won the award for Best Documentary at the Minneapolis St. Paul International Film               

Festival in 2012. 

Ms. Laumeister Stern is assisted in her role of Trustee of the Trust by Ed Halper,                

Co-Trustee of the Trust and Stern's long time accountant. The exhibition, licensing and sale of               

Stern's work is conducted by Bert Stern Productions, originally formed by Stern, now run by               

Laumeister Stern as CEO, assisted by John Stout, Director of Business Affairs. 
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Crew: 

Director Bert Stern 
Writers Albert D’Annibale 

Arnold Perl 
Cinematography Courtney Hesfela 

Raymond Phelan 
Bert Stern 

Producers Harvey Kahn 
Bert Stern 
George Wein 

Editing Aram Avakian 
Production Design Allan Green 
Music Director Elliot Gruskin 
 

Cast: 

 
Louis Armstrong Self 
Mahalia Jackson Self 
Gerry Mulligan Self 
Dinah Washington Self 
Chico Hamilton Self 
Anita O'Day Self 
George Shearing Self 
Jimmy Giuffre Self 
Chuck Berry Self 
Jack Teagarden Self 
Thelonious Monk Self 
Big Maybelle Self 
Sonny Stitt Self 
Eli's Chosen Six Themselves 
David Baily Self 
Danny Barcelona Self 
Bob Brookmeyer Self 
Buck Clayton Self 

Bill Crow Self 
Eric Dolphy Self 
Art Farmer Self 
Harold Gaylor Self 
Nathan Gershman Self 
Terry Gibbs Self 
Urbie Green Self 
Henry Grimes Self 
Jim Hall Self 
Peanuts Hucko Self 
Jo Jones Self 
Ray Mosca Self 
Armando Peraza Self 
Max Roach Self 
Rudy Rutherford Self 
Sal Salvador Self 
Willis Conover Interviewer 

 

 

 


